
3SS HIS'rOR\" OJo' POCAHONTAS COl"NT\" 

with Carolinll Amanda, dau~hfer of Ellis Houchin. 
whose wife was ('o!nfort Slaven Higginl!. The 
Houchin family was from e:lst Virginia. 

McBryde GUill was a Confederate soldier, and went 
out with the Greenbank company, known us Company 
G 31st Virginia Infunt.·y. He volunteered in May, 
lS~l, antI served throughout the war, aud as he was 
wounded three times he is to be remembtll"ed as a bat
tle scarred veteran of that mysterious and strange war 
between the States. 

Those who are f,lmilial' with the history of the 31st 
Virgillia Infantry, neud not be reminded that no regi
ment in the service of the Confederacy has n more in
teresting and honorable record, or mOl'e frequently 
posted in the "deadly imminent breach" or mOl'e re
lied on in dire emergencies. 

Fortunately Mr Gum's wounds were slight and did 
not disable him for any length of time. The fi.·st 
-wOlmd was received in the bloody affair at Spottsyl
vania Court House. The second wound was iuflicted 
at Liberty, Bedford County. when GeneJ'al Hunter was 
i'epulsed at Lynchburg. The third wound was receiv
ed at the battle of Winchester. Instead of a wound, 
he h.ad his mustache neatly and closely trimmed off by 
a minnie ball at the battle of ('old BarbOl". Clippers 
might have done the trimming u. little more in style, 
but not Ileal' so quickly. 

He was twice a prisoner of war. He was captured 
the first time at Uriah Hevener's, in 1861, and parol
ed. The second time he was taken at his home 011 

Back Mountain, in October, 1864. This time instead 
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of being released on pal'ole, he was taken to Clarks
burg, wlJ(~re he suffered IllaIlY privations, and had a 
"plague of It time of it. " He blames the cook, how
ever, fOl' the most of the hardships attending his im
pri~onment. It seems that the cook was infected with 
the spirit of speculation that· was so much in the air 
during war time, and saw a chance to realize some 
pocket money fl'om the rations he drew at the cOUlmis
!lary. While the cook would draw vel'y liberal rations, 
he was excessively economical in feeding them out. 

There were but two meals a day, breakfast and sup
per. F01' b .. eakfast the bill of fare consisted of a slice 
of very light bread, about four fingel's broad, half tin 
cup of weak coffee, .and a slice of bacon two fingers 
broad and not much longCl'. Supper was served at 4 
p. m., consisting uniformily of a tin cup of coffee and 
another small slice of bread, but no meat. It is but 
just to l'emal'k that all this was without the knowledge 
of the Federal officer in cll!lI'ge. An individual who 
had been in the Southern service was the cook, and 
took advantage of this opportunity to make a little 
!lomething fOl' himself. He had found out that Con
federates wm'e in the habit of living on little or 
nothing, and to feed such was just to his advantage. 
He would make a nice thing of it and they would not 
know the difference, and would think they had gotten' 
all that w'mld be allowed. 

Thus with the cheeJ'ful ailsistance of McBryde GUDl, 
the compiler of these sketches has had it in his powel' 
to illustrate the family history of William A. Gum, a 
worthy citizen of OUI' county in his dllY. All who re-

Digitized by Coogle 



memh('.' Willialll A, Hum have a p:ood word for him 
as a lIei~hhOl'. friend. and substantial, prospe.'ous citi
Zl'II. The way he came to have a middle nllme is a 
little out of the usual ()J'der, When Dunkum & Co. 
had a stOl"e at DUlllllore, William Gum was a liberal 
dealer, There was auothOl' William GUlli frollJ the 
vicinity of G.'eenbank, aud the me.'chant to note the 
diffe.'ence and not get theil' accounts mixed, called thE.' 
olle from Back Mountain "William Alleghany" 011 his 
books, In settling he had M.' Gum to sign hit'l name 
William A, Gum, From that circumstance he always 
thus signed his name in business affairs and in corres
pondence, and so got his middle name Alle~hany long 
after he became a g.'own person, In studying the 
origin of names, it is interesting to find tpat a large 
number of names have originated from where persons 
happened to live, 

Forty-nine years ago, in August, the writer spent au 
hour or two at his newly made home ill the woods, and 
ever since there has been a beautiful pictmc in his 
mind of a truly contented man with his home and Slll'

roundings, endowed with the power of making himself 
and all around him pleasant and cheerful. 

JACOB GUM. 

The second group of the Gum relationship are the 
descendants of Jacob Gum, who callie from what is 
now Crabbottom, in Highland County, soon after the 
war of 1812. Upon his marriage with Martha Houchin 
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His memory long will live alone 
] n all their heal'ts as mournful light, 
That broods above the fallen sun 
And dwells in heaven half the night. 

WILUAM MOORE. 
This paper is devoted to the memory of William 

Moore, the youngest of Moses Moore's sons. It is be
lieved by some that the plaee of his birth, (which oc
curred September 18, 1784,) was near the McClintic 
Mill on Swago. The locality was indicated quite re
cently by some apple trees of great age. His youth 
and early manhood were passed on Knapps Creek. 
After his marriage to Christine Dods, of Rockbridge 
County. he lived for a time near TimherRidge in that 
county, and then settled permanently on Hazef Ridge, 
on lands now owned by Lee Carter and Anderson Bar
low, between one and two miles west of Edray. Their 
family consisted of three SODS and two daughters: 
J ames Elliot, Addison, Alexander, Margaret and Jane. 

Margaret Moore was married to Colonel John W. 
Ruckman, and lived near Millpoint. 

Jennie Moore married Captain William D. Hefner. 
Captain Hefner was a millwright by occupation. After 
living in Pocahontas some years he located in Fayette 
County. He was a gallant Confederate o1Heer, an ef
fective scout, and finally lost his life in the battle of 
Lewisburg, along with his eldest son Franklin. Mrs 
Hefner now lives in Kansas. Pathetic memories arise 
in the mind as we think of the father and son falling 
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side by side, mingling their blood in death on the gory 
ground, and then dust to dust in one l.onored grave. 

Alexander Moore first married Mary Bradshaw, near 
Huntersville, and settled on the homestead. His sec
ond marriage was with Mary Duffield, and finally went 
to Kansas. The names of his children: Lee, Moffett, 
Florence, Susie, Mary Winters, Frankie, aud Elliot. 

Addi,son Moore, after his marriage with Elizabeth 
Hannah on Elk, settled on Hazel Ridge, where he liv
ed many years- went to Iowa, then returned, and died 
at an advanced age at the home of his son, William 
Allen Moore, at Huttonsville a few years since. 

Addison Moore seemed to have been a bOl·n physi
cian. He acquired by reading and experimenting con
siderable medical skill, and rendered much valuable 
service to afflicted friends and neighbors. 

James E. Moore was marr ied three times. H is first 
wife was Margaret Sutton. Her children were Davis, 
who died in Iowa; John Sutton, a prominent teacher of 
schools in Pocahontas County; Enoch H., a merchant; 
Bryson, Confederate soldier, slain at Gettysburg; Ra
chel, wife of the late M. A. Friel; Martha, first wife 
of Andrew Taylor, and lived on Laurel Creek; and 
Agnes, now Mr~ Rufus Wheeler of tbe Baltimore Con
ference. 

Second wife,was Mary Bmr. Her only son~' Wal
lace, was drowned at Ronceverte a few years since. 

Third wife was Luemma, daughter of Samuel Har
per on Knapps Creek. ' Her daughter Ella, now Mrs 
Marion White; Birdie, wife of Rev W. H. Ballengee 
of the Baltimore Conference. Lloyd Moore married 

Digitized by Coogle 



474 HJSTORY OF POCAHONrAs COUNTY 

Ressie Bird, aud lives in Lyuchburg, Va. Frank 
Moore married Annie Cleek and Jives near Millpoiut. 
Lee Moore married Lizzie Hicks, of Bath, and lives at 
the Millpoint lJOlIlstead. 

Rev James E. Moore WIlS a busy man of affairs. He 
taught IIchool in many places at intervals for fifty or 
lIixty years, was a local Methodist preacher nearly as 
lung, a laborious farmer, and was Commissioner of the 
Revenue. He is J'emembered by the old soldiers that 
went ~ut to Grafton with Captain Andrew McNeel's 
cavalry and Captaiu D. A. Stofer's "Pocahontas Res
cues, " for the farewell address that he delivel'ed at 
John Var1.ler's, near Split Rock, one Sabbath morning, 
This scene connected with the departure of these troops 
for the most advanced and exposed post of the Con
federate frontier, ready to do and dare, was full of in
terest .. By the next Sabbath these troops were at Graf
ton with their Btin cups and pocket knives," ready to 
do and dare in the nearest north and most exposed of 
all Confedel'ate positions. 

General William Skeene also made an address in re
sponse to Mr Moore's, and some of his words are yet 
fresh in t.he memories of aged men. In his most im
passioned and eloquent manner General Skeene ex
claimed: BIf you will attend to the ballot boxes we 
will attend to the cartridge boxes, and we will return 
to enjoy the blessings of liberty amid these green hills, . 
bringing our laurels with us." 

The few pel'sons now remaining that remember Wil
liam Moore-BUncle Billy" as he was called by every 
body-speak of him as the kindest of pel's'ms t.o every 
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OIl'3. He and Mrs Moore built up a very attractive 
home and reared a nice family. This home became 
widely known for open handed hospitality. 

Mrs .Moore, old "Aunt Teenie," as she was so fa
miliarly called by the neighbors, was one of the most 
helpful and benevolent of persons in seasons of sick
ness or bereavement. She spared no pains day or 
night at all seasol1s, in vernal showers, in summer's 
Leat, in autumn storms, or wintry snows, Aunt Tenie's 
skillful hand would be one of the first to bring relief 
when pain and anguish furrowed a neighbor's brow, 01' 

where the death angel was heard knocking at the door 
of some one's life. Her religious proclivities were de
cidedly and very positively presbyterian. 

While not a member of the church, William Moore's 
walk and conversation exemplified all the visible traits 
of genuine Christian' principle. In a religious meet
ing in the old Hamlin Chapel, some years before his 
decease, he was invited by the class leader, the late 
John R. Duffield, to testify what he thought of the 
Christian religion. William Moore arose in that sol
emn and dignified manner for whicll he was rather re
markable, and stated that he had been a praying per
son for fifty years, and had conscientiously tried to live 
with a conscience void of offence toward God and man 
and, moreover, it was his heart's desil'e hereafter to 
live in all good conscience toward the same. This tes
timony is remembered as one of the most to the pur
pose ever heard in that venerable place of worship. 

When Aaron Moore, on the Gl'eenb.'ier, his brother, 
was nearing hi~ end, William Moore paid him wllat 
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proved his Dnal visit. His kind heart was so touched 
at seeing his aged brothel' so near death that before 
leaving he kneeled at the bed side and poured out his 
fnll heart in prayer and fraternal intel'cession for his 
Ilg~d dying brother. They then parted to meet no mOre 
Illive. A 1I10re impressive scene is hard to imagine. 

:Mrs MOOl'e's death was occasioned by a canCerOlU! 
affection. MI' Mool'e survived her a few years. 

These esteemed persons, so lovely and pleasant in 
their lives, lived to a great age. They have quietly 
gone from us, and are now--with so many other8--at 
rest in the Dutfield burying ground. This is a place 
that shc-uld be carefully and sacredly cared for as Gods 
Acre, planted with so much precious, immortal seed, 
that will some day appear springing up to the praise 
and glory of our Redeemer's blood. 

JAMES COOPER. 

Duriug most of the 19th century the Cooper name 
has been familiar in our region, tTames Cooper, the 
pl'ogenitor of the Cooper relationship, was a native of 
Augusta County, and was reared in the Mossy Creek 
section of that great County. Having married Nancy 
Agnes Wooddell, he came over with the W ooddellH, 
very early in the settlement of the upper section of our 
county, and opened up propel-ty now owned by Robert 
N. Gum, near Greenbank, then known as the Piney 
Woods. They were the parents of four SOilS and six 
daughters, 
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Elizabeth COOpet· became Mrs Woods, and settled 
at Greenhill, Highland County. 

Margaret became Mrs Enoch Hill and lived in 
Ritchie County. Her daughter Harriet became Mrs 
Fling, and lived at Flag, Ohio. N annie became an
other MI's Fling, aud lived in Ritchie County. 

Jane Cooper became Mrs Andrew Kerr and lived 
near Dunmore. . Htlr daughter N annie became Mrs 
Washington Hoover; Anne, now Mrs Raymer Davis, 
near Greenbank; CaroliIw, now Ml'S Gatewood Sutton, 
at Durbin. Her son William Kerr in Pocahontas, and 
John Kerr lives in Lewis County. 

Lucinda Cooper became Mrs John Alexander Gilles
pie, late of Greenbank. Her children were Taylor, 
Amos, and Wise, the three S(\us. Her daughters were 
Nancy, who became Mrs GeOl'ge Beverage; Rachel, 

. now Mrs Henry Sheets, near Dunmore; Mal'garet now 
Mrs Joh"n L. Hudson, near Louise, Mary now Mrs 
George Sheets, and Martha. 

N aucy and Melinda are the names of James Coopers 
other two daughters. Thomas Cooper died in youth. 

John T. Cooper mar1'ied in Marion County. He was 
a p9pular physician, He resided a number of years 
in Parkersburg and then at Claysville, where he died 
in 1878. His daughtel' Flora teaches school in Par
kersburg. His son James a foreman in machine shops • 
at Parkersburg and OtlleI' points. Another son Arthur 
is a Presbyterian minister in Illinois, and there are 
three children deceased. 

Dr Cooper read medicine with the late DI' Stl'ather, 
of the Warm Springs. He was prominent in church 
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circles, being a ruling elder in a Parkersburg Presby
tCl'ian congregation, 

Jamel!! Harvey Cooper married Julia Ann Wllitman, 
(If Greenbrier County, They were the parents of five 
I!!ons and three daughters, The daughters wel'e Agnes 
who died in 1861, Jolia Ann, and Rebecca, In refer
ence to the sons we have this remal'kable but sad re
cord. They were all Confederate soldiers. Robert 
died in the war. James lost an arm in battle. John 
and Charlel!! were each tleverely wounded, and George 
was killed in 1864 in battle n~ar Fishers Hill. 

Joseph W. Cooper married Rachel Tallman Sutton, 
and lived near Greenbank. They were the parents ,of 
foor sons and one daughtel': Rachel, George Clal'k, 
James Amos, John William, and Charles Calvin. In 
1863 in the course of three weeks the dipthiretic 
scourge removed the mothel', her daughter and three 
sons by death. 

J. W. Cooper's second marriage was with Harriet 
Wade of Bath County. She lived about one year. 

His thit'd marriage was with Mary Arbogast, near 
Glade Hill, Snowden, Walter, and Vivian were the 
children of this marriage. 

The writer would hereby cheerfully acknowledge' th~ 
thanks due George C. Cooper for assistance rendered 
by him on the wayside, July 1, 1901, when we casu
ally met near Marvin Chapel and took notes under an 
apple tree, the thermometer 96 degrees. Without the 
data given by this grandson of the venerable pioneer 
this sketch could not have been prepared and the name 
of a most worthy pioneer would have been overlooked. 
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James Cooper's name appears in tho organization of 
the county as one of the constables appointed. He 
served the public as magistrate, asses~or, and teacher 
of schools. . He was regarded with high esteem for his 
honest and elevated character in social and business re
lations. He was a prominent member of . the Liberty 
Church in the early history of that historic congrega
tion, and his influence was ever for good mm-als, in
telligence, and refinement of manners, himself being a 
fine specimen of what hI termed "a gentleman of the 
old school," and was noted for his polite and gracious 
manners, correct and entertaining convCl'sational pow
ers. 

ALEXANDER WADDELL. 
One ·of the pioneers of our county from whom quite 

a number of our people trace their descent· was Alex
ander Waddell. He was of Scotch-Irish descent and 
was among the earliest settlers in tll<l neighborhood of 
Marvin Chapel. His wife was a Miss Rouss. He 
came from Augusta County before the Revolution, but 
in what yeat· is not cet-tainly known. He came out to 
examine the country, and looked over the Levels and 
the lands beyond Buckeye and around Sewall's Cave, 
and selected the place so long known as the Waddell 
Place, where the public road reaches the highest point 
on the mountain in passing from Buckeye to Millpoint. 
When he first explored the Levels all was mainly 
vacant or unclaimed, and he might have entm'ed the 
greater part of it. He concluded it was too level and 
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8tlu"tled the whole county, and was one of the most pa
thetic and tragi cal scenes ever transacted in our coun
ty . 

.Mt" Dilley desen'c8 to be remembered as one of the 
more substantial and useful citizens of his generation. 
He should be held in high esteem for what he BeCOm

pli8hed in developing hi8 part of our county, for he 
demoJlstrated that a rich reward awaited the diligent 
workeJ", and that an ample competence could be secur
ed by such in spite of natural oblltacles of dense forests 
rugged soil and scemingly capricious climate. 

A chilly, rainy evening in April, 1847, the writer 
8pent under the roof of this good old man and shared 
the comfOl-ts so profus(:ly p."ovidel. And he will ever 
remember how impredsively the venerable man stood 
up, repeated and sang a hymn. Then he had us to 
kneel and he the "priest and father" led in the fami
ly devotioITS preliminary to retiring for the night's re
pose'. Such are the homes whence true peacf> and 
prosperity come forth to bless our people at large. 
May there be many ~uch. 

WILLIAM NOTTINGHAM. 

For more than a hundred years Nottingham has been 
a familiar name in our part of West ViI"ginia. The 
8ncestor of the Nottingham relationship was William 
Nottingham, Senior, a native of England. His wife, 
whose name cannot be recalled, was of Irish descent. 
Soon after the Revolution these persons settled in 
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what is now Pocahontas on land at present owned by 
Uriah Hevener and the heh's of the late Washington 
Nottingham. Theil' family consisted of five sons and 
a. daughter. Their naOJes wel'e William, Sampson, 
James, J aco.b, Georga and Elizabeth. James N ot
tingham migrated to Tennessee. SampsQn N otringhalJl 
settled on the upper part of the home place. Jacob 
Nottingham settled on part of the Glade Hill farm, 
then went to Braxton Connty. George Nottingham 
settled, it is believed, in Lewis (Jounty. 

William Nottingham, Junior, married Mal'Y Arbo
gast, daugbter of Adam Arbogast, and settled on the 
farm now held by the family of the. late Adam Not
tingbam. In reference to his family the following 
particulars have been furltished us by bis son, Harvey 
Nottingham. 

Margaret Nottingham married James MOOl'e in the 
Hills. Mary Moore, hel' daughter, manied Clayton 
Dilley. She ·was the mother of A. L. Dilley am) }<'. 

Y. Dilley. A. L. Dilley is remembered atl one of the 
founders of the Pocahontas Herald. William Moore, 
a. son of James and Mal·garet Mool·e, was in the COll

federate service, and is numbered with the unknown 
dead. 

Mahala Nottingham married (Japtain John McElwee 
lately of tbe Hot Springs, V 8. Her sons, Divers Mc
Elwee of Driscol, Bernard McElwee of DunmOl·e, aud 
Burton McElwee of Greenbank, are well known citi
zens of our county. 

Jennie Nottingham married William Tallman. and 
moved to U pahur County. 
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Hessie Nottingham married James O. Moore, near 
I>ill(,ys Mill. Mr M.oore was killed in battle, June, 
1864, near New Hope, Va. 

Mary Nottingham nevel' married, and died Dlany 
years since. 

Addison Nottingham, son of William Nottingham, 
Jr., has baen twice Dlarl'ied, His first marriage was 
with )liss Margaret Conrad, daughter of Solomon Con
rad, near <:hcenbank. His second wife waf! Miss Eliz
abeth Herron, Ileal' It'rost. He sett\ed in the unbroken 
forest ~ith his young family on the place where be now 
lives, and by patience and persevel'ence, with the bless
iugs of Providence, he has prospered. 

Harvey Nottingham, anuther son of William Not
tingham, Jr" married Miss Caroline Swink, wllOse 
parents came from the Valley of Virginia in bel' early 
youth. He settled on a scctiOli of the home farm where 
he now resides, near Glade Hill, He began in the 
woods, and in the course of a few years, after much in
dustrious toil, these pel~sons have gathered about them 
the comforts of a chal'ming home on the hill-side facing 
the I'ising sun. The two brothers, Harvey and Addison, 
live on adjoining farms, and hore one can find an il
lustratioll of what may be realized by prudence and 
industl'Y in the way of a comfortable competency. 

William Nottingham, son of William Nottingham, 
Jr. went west. 

Washington Nottingham, son of William, Jr., mar
ried Miss Senilda Bradshaw, daughter of the late Wil
liam Bradshaw, on Browns Creek. She was a grand
daughter of John Bradshaw, Esq., the founder Hunt-
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tersville, and a first cousin of the celebrated Bisht)p 
William Taylor, who claims to have preached all 
aroond the world, and has led a hundred thousand 
souls to the cross, according to the best of his knowl
edge and belief. 

Hon. Adam Nottingham, son of William, Jr., mar
ried Miss Henrietta Philips, near Travelers Repose, 
and lived on the Glade Hill homestead opened up by 
his father. At an early age he was thrown upon his 
own resources by his own choice. His natural endow
ments were of a high order, and he studiously improv
ed whatev~r opportunities came to hand: For several 
years he taught sch()ol, afterwards became deputy
sberiff, and then sheriff, and he also served as magis
trate several terms. He represented Pocahontas in the 
bouse of delegates in the Virginia Legislatnre at Rich
mond, Va. He was an il1lluential political leader Rnd 
was a strenuous Jacksonian Democrat. 

Mr Nottingham has been dead but a few years. His 
widow and several SOIlS and daughters survive him, 
some of them still at the old home, while others have 
gone out, some far as Texas and the far west. 

SAMUEL WHITING. 
Samuel Whiting was a native of Sussex County, 

England, whel·e he was born May 18, 1776. His wife 
was Sarah Lancastl'r, and was four years younger. 

After a long, tedioo8 voyage of three or foor months 
Mr Whiting and his young family landed at New York 
in 1823, where he remained for a year or two. Thence 
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In politics he was a Jacksonian democrat. "Old 
Hickory" never had a more loyal admh'el' and adher
ent, or Thomas Ritchie of the Richmond Enquirer. a 
more attentive readm·. 

For a number of years he was a professing Christian, 
and his end was peaceful and hopeful. He and his 
devoted wife were not long separated in their decease, 
which' occurred but a few years since. He died Octo
ber 30, 1890. Mrs Gay was a very superior persoIl, 
and the wl'iter cherishes her kindness to him as among 
the most pleasant memories of his early life. Beauty 
is vain and favor deceitful, but a woman that feareth 
the Lord, she shall be praised. 

She survived her noble husband but a few fleeting 
months. Her decease was sudden but very safe. 
Their bodies repose in the Gibson grave yard, and 
their graves indicated by beautiful monumonts placed 
there b,v'their dutiful children. 

WILLIAM POAGE. 
The Poage relationship claims a place in the annals 

of our county~ and some attention will be given to 
them in this sketch. 

The Poages are of pUI'e Scotch-Irish ancestry. The 
line of descent can be traced to two bl'others, Robert 
and John Poage, who "pr.oved their importation at 
their own charges, n at Orange Courthouse, 1':40. The 
Pocahontas Poages are the descendants of Robel't 
Poage, who settled between Staunton and Fort Defi
ance, and was among the fil'St to occupy that attractive 
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portion of the famous Valley of Virginia. His wife 
was Elizabeth Preston, whose family settled in the'vi
cinity of Waynesboro with the pioneers about 1740. 
Their son John married M.ary Blah· and settled near 
the Poage homestead in Augusta County. . 

William Poage, one of John Poage's 80ns, married 
Margaret Davies and settled in the Little Levels about 
1782, at the place whel'e Charles W. Beard now re
sides. M.rs Poage died in 1843, aged 98 years. Their 
children were William, George Washington, Moses 
Hoge, Samuel Davies, and Elizabeth., 

William Poage, Junior, married the widow Nancy 
Gatewood, a daughtm' of Major Jacob Warwick, and 
lived at Marlin's Bottom. Their daughter Rachel was 
married to Josiah Beard, of Locust. 

Mary Vance Poage was mal'ried first to Robert 
Beale, and settled on Elk, where he died, leaving one 
daughter, Margaret Elizaheth Beale. There was an
other child. that died at the age of a few months. 
When it was buried the father walked around the grave 
and then looking upward with his tearful eyes said: 
"Our God in heaven only knows who will be the next 
to be buried here; it may be myself." Four weeks 
from that day he too was carried there and buried. 

Mrs Mary Beale was married the second time, to 
Henry M. Moffett, clerk of the county, and lived first 
at Huntersville, and then at the Levels. Margaret 
Beale, her eldest daughter, became the wife of Dr G. 
B. Moffett. Their sons Robert and James Moffett live 
in St. Louis and ChicaQ;o, employed in the Standard 
Oil business. Sally Moffett became .Mrs Alexander 
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McChesney, late of Charleston, W. Ya. Martha Muf
fett is now Mrs Hall, of Philippi, Barbour County. 
Mary Evelina was the late Mrs William P. Thompson, 
of New York. Rachel Moffett is now Mrs Robert Mc
Chesney, of Lewisburg. George H. Moffett became a 
lawyer, speaker of the West Virginia legislature, and 
distinguished editor. He resides at Parkersburg. 

Colonel William Woods Poage, son of Major Wil
liam Poage, married Julia Callison of Locust, and set
tled on the homestead, finally moved to Poages Lane, 
where his sons John Robert and Quincy W. Poage 
n:)w reaide. 

Margaret Davies Poage was married to the late J as. 
A •. Price. 

Moses Hoge Poage, son of William Poage, the Lev
els settler, married Martha McDannald, of Windy 
Cove, Bath County, and settled on the place now held 
by Alvin Clark. Their 80ns aud daughters wet'e Wil
liam, Franklin, Cyrus, Davis, Elizabeth, who became 
Mrs George Van Eman, a Pl'esbytel'ian minister; aud 
Mary Poage, who became Mt's Hanna. Late in life 
Moses Poago emigt'ated to .l\1i!lsouri. 

George Washington Poage married Miss Rankin 
and settled on the place now occupied by Preston 
Clark. The childt'en of the first marriage were Wil
liam, who was killed by a falling b'ee; Rankin, who 
married Nancy Wolfenbarger, and settled where the 
late Rev M. D. Duulap resided. He finally went west. 
James R. Poage, lute of Edray. Mrs Ann Wanless, 
wife of Ralph Wanless in the Hills. Mrs Elizabeth 
Burner 8ecoud wife of the late GeOl'ge Burner of Tt'av-
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elel's Repose, 
Georp:e W, Poage's second wife was Elizabeth 

Beard, sistet, of Josiah Beard, The children of the 
second family were Gool'ge Washington Poage, Jr., 
Samuel Davies Poage, John B. Poage, and Elizabeth 
Poage, who became Mrs William P. Hill, 

GeOl'ge W, Poage \\'as a pel'son of fine appearance, 
and his l'esemblance to the portraits of Washington
of whom he was a namesake-was frequently remark
ed upon, An evergreen prayer meeting was conduct
ed at his house on silent Sabbaths, He lovod to "wail 
with judicious care" the hymn~ and tunes that were 
sung by the Covenanting ancestry in Scotland. While 
there WI\S much singing and much reading and much 
praying, but few things were sung, read, and prayed, 
and so the miuds of the worshippers were concentrated 
on the few things needful-the forgiveness of sins 
through the b)ood of Jesus, a new heart and a right 
spirit. Advanced in years, Mr Poage went west with 
his family and settled in Missouri. 

Samuel Davies Poage, youngest .son of William 
Poage, Senior, married Miss Rebecca Arbuckle, Of 
Lewisburg, sister of Captain Charles Arbuckle of Texas 
and lived at the old homestead. He had been edncat
ed fOl' the Presbyterian ministry, but declined· ~he ex
ercise of its duties through a morbid sense of unworth
iness" unfitness for assuming duties so saet'cd and re
sponsible as he regarded 'Ministerial vows demanded. 
He was a faithful helper in the prayer meetings led by 
his brother George Poage. While attending school 
taught by Rev Joseph Brown at the Brick Cnurch, the 
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writer boarded in Mr Poage's family. He has heard 
him in secret prayer in his private room long after 
midnight, such were his devotional habits. It matter
ed not how cold the night might be, Mr Poage would 
spend hours in that room in secret devotions, and 
oftentimes he would come out with his features all 
radiant with ecstatic emotion. 

Elizabeth Poage, daughter of William Poage, Sr" 
became the wife of Colonel John Hill, son of Ricl.ard 
Hill, so often mentioned in these biographic -notes as 
a pioneer and scout. 

Colonel Hill, late in life, felt it his duty to remove 
west. It was one of the most mournful episodes that 
ever occurred i~ the social history of the Levels when 
Moses Poage, George Poage, and Colonel Hill set out 
for the west with th6ir families in ordel' to seek new 

, homes iI! their old age. The most of these persons lo
cated in Davies County, Missouri, and many of their 
descendants are in that State, which has been to so 
large extent occupied _by Virginia people as to be re
garded as a new Virginia. 

William Poage, Senior, was a Pl'esbytel'ian ruling 
elder, and vh'tnally the founder of the Qak Grove 
church. Some of the first meetings conducted by 
Presbyterian ministet's in this region were at his house. 
When the pulpit would be vacant years at a time there 
would be religions meetings at his home or the homes 
of his sons, who were also elders. 

Visiting friends from Kentucky brought with them 
the revival spirit that has rendered the early history of 
Kentucky so famous, and it bl'oke out in tbe Levels in 
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1801. Parties in Augusta heat"d of it, and came over 
to see and hear what it all meant.' 

The pastm' of the Old Stone Church, Rev William 
Wilt101l, a relative of the Poages, and fifteen or twenty 
of the young people, also l'elatives, came over togeth
el'. They became imbned with the spirit of the mo
ment, and went back singing and praying as they trav
eled along. The effect upon the home people in the 
valley as they rode np singing and praying was over
whelming, and from that point-the Old Stone church 
-the revival influence went all over the State, where
ever there were Presbyterian congregations, and the 
results are visible at the present time.' So it appears 
that a great mattel· was kindled by a little watch fire 
that had been kindled ill the old Poage' homestead. 

WH.UAM SHARP. 
One of the most snbstantial and prosperous citizens 

of our county in its formative period was the late Wil
liam Sharp, near V erdant Valley. He was the son of 
William Sharp, Senior, who settled near Huntersville. 
He had scarcely attained his majority when he and 
Elizabeth Waddell were married at Alexander Wad
dell's. This worthy conple at once settled in the woods 
and opened np a fine estate out of a forest noted for 
the tremendous size of its walnut, red oak, and sugar 
maple trees, and reared a worthy family. In reference 
to their sons and daughters the following particulars 
have been mainly learned from his daughtbr, Mrs Mar
tha Dilley, near Dilleys Mill. 
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J ames Sharp, the' eldest son, mart:ied Althea Martin 
and lived on Browns Ct'eek, on the farm now owned 
by Amos Barlow. His son William died at bome. 
Hanson died in Camp Chase, Ohio. George died a 
prisoner of war. His daughter Elizabeth married 
Thomas Logan, in Randolph County, and Sarah Sharp 
has her home witb her sister. 

William Sharp, Junior, married Rachel Dilley, and 
settled neat· Linnwood. His sons Harmon, Silas, and 
Hugh are well known citizens. Bernard fell mortally 
wounded at Duncan's Lane. Henry was wounded near 
William Gibson's on Elk, and died of his wonnds. 
Luther was shot near his father's bome by a scouting 
party. All three of these sons were Union soldiers. 
Mary Ella, the only daught~r, died at the age of six 
years. 

Alexander Sharp married Mal'y Dilley, and settled 
on a section of the old homestead. His only c!lild is 
.Mrs Hannah Johnson. A. D. Williams his grandson 

J &Cob Warwick Sharp married Eliza beth McNeel, 
and lived on the homestead. His son William married 
Julia Moore, and lives at Edray. Their daughter Lura 
is Mrs Dr J. W. Price. Paul married Eveline Moore, 
and lives on the Greenbrier River at the Bridget· place. 
Isaac lives neat· Edray. ,Giles lives on the homestead. 
Jacob, junior, died iIi childhood. Elizabeth married 
J. R Poage, and Catherine married Quincy W. Poage. 
Francis married A. N. Barlow, and lives on a section 
of the homestead. Ann became Mrs S. B. Moore. Ja
cob W. Sharp died but recently much lamented by a 
very large circle of friends and relatives. 
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John Sharp married Sally Johnson, daughter of the 
lato William Johnson on the Greenbl'ier, and lives 
nOalr Mal'linton, His sons are Henry, Hugh, Ewing, 
Jamel!, and David. Mary is Mrs Frank Dilley, Nan
cy is Mrs Ervine Wilfong, Martha. is Mrs James Wil
fong, Susan is Mrs Amzi Ervine. 

Elizabeth Sharp marriedHugh McLaughlin, at Hun
tersville, and has recently died aged nearly a hundred 
years. 

Jane Shal'V married James Hanson and settled in 
Galla County, Ohio. Her children were William, 
John, Lydia, Eliza~eth, and Catherine. 

Mary Sharp married David Gibson and settled on 
Elk, where Robert Gibson now lives. 

Rebecca Sharp married W m. D. Moore, and settled 
on the Crooked Branch of Elk, on the place now own
ed by her son Jacob S. Moore. Her children were 
Mary Jane, who married John McLaughlin, son of 
Major'Daniel McLaughlin, and settled beyond Green
bank. Elizabeth married Joseph C. Gay, and lives on 
Elk Mountain neal' the old home. Mr Gay was a not
ed Confederate seout and is a prosperol1s citizen. Mat~ 
thias Moore marl'ied Jenllie Mays, and lives in Bote
tourt County, Virginia. C. L. Moore mal'ried Mary 
Martha McLaughlin. Jacob Moore married Harriet 
Gay, lately deceased. Nancy Moore m~rp,ed Jonas 
Simmons, and lived at Mingo, Randolph County. 

Anna Sharp married Alexander Staln~~r, and set
tled in Randolph County. Hel' daughter Mary mar
ried Bryson Hamilton of that county. 

Ellen Sharp married Warwick Stalnaker, of Ran-
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dolph County, Her daughter Lizzie became Mrs Dl' 
David Gibson of the same vicinity, 

Nancy Sharp married Jacob Cassell, from Back Al
leghany, and are living at Woodstock, Illinois, 

Martha Sharp, youngest daughter of the pioneer, 
married Andl'ew Dilley and settled on Thorny Creek, 

Thus far the writer has been able to furnish some 
histol'ical items that illustrate the family history of two 
.very estimable persons, As related elsewhere, th(ise 
people were the intimate fl'iends of Jacob Warwick Ilnd 
his wife, M.l' Sharp lived" to a vel'y advanced age, 
having survived his wife many years, He lived to 
see his children married and settled, His appearance 
was venerable, and nature had done very much fol' him 
in the way of natural endowments of mind and vigOl' 
of body, 

" He first saw the young person he married at Thomas 
Drinnon's, near Edray, whet'e she spent a w~ek 01' two 
spinning ~x, While she was thel'e a preacher hap
pened to come along, (believed to have been Bishop 
Asbury), M.r Drinnon dl'l1mmed up a congregation, 
and among those present was a young and bashful 
youth with a new coonskin cap that he seemed to set a 
great deal of store by, Miss Waddell seemed to think 
it was verv funnv, and when she went home made 

~ / 
some remal'k about the ugly, funny looking yQung man 
she had seen at the meeting, The mother remonstrat
ed and said: "Oh Betsy, don't talk so; that young 
chap will be to see you yet, first thing you know," 

Sure enough he did slip in, and found Betsy nQt ax
actl, "robed and ready" either. She had just finish-
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ed antI hung out "a wash," and by way of a restful 
change was performing on her spinning wheel, in short 
petticoat, chemise, and bare footed. Having shown 
him a chair, she r~sumed her performance at the wheel 
and as he meant business and time was precious, mat
ters were pretty well arranged by midnight. 

These young people thU8 being all the world to each 
other and not afraid to work, theit· cabin home was au 
earthly "paradise. A fine estate was opened up, a wor-, 
thy family was')·eared, and the way prepared for many 
worthy families to have a local habitation and name in 
a goodly land. The influence of these good people 
'was in the interest of untiring industry, honest dealing, 
generous hospitality, and patriotic citizenship. 

MARTIN DILLEY, 

Among the well known citizens of our copnty from 
the twenties to the forties was Martin Dilley. It 
is believed he was from Maryland and of Quaker de
scent. His wife was Hannah Moore, daughter of 
Pennsylvania John Moore, the pioneer. He located 
near Dilleys Mill where his son the late Andrew Dil
ley lived. Here he settled in the virgin forest and 
rescued from the wilderness quite a large estate and 
accumulated an ample competency. His, home was 
known far and near where a bountiful hospitality was 
dispensed, a cordial welcome awaited friends snd· 
strangers alike. In reference to his family the follow
ing particulars have been gleaned from the reminis-
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buried. Search was made for the hody, but it could 
nut be identified. The field had been burned over 
about the time he had had fallen and destroyed all 
traces of idelitity. 

The writer had the pleasure of meeting Mrs Eliza
beth Holden at Lexington, some years after the War. 
Her emotions overpowet'ed her when she endeavored 
to tell me what had taken place since we last met in 
her pleasant home in Huntersville in 1861. I was told 
by others that she was one of the most regular attend
ants npon public worship and did more than h~r pat't 
in the benevolent work of the congt'egation, considel'
ing her broken health and reverses. She plied her 
needle with such industry that she lived nicely and 

. had something to spare. It greatly pleased the wl"itet' 
to hear it remarked, "You must have good people in 
Pocahontas if Mrs Holden and are ·fait· speci
mens. " What can be more worthy of aspiration than 
than to be a credit to the people anong wno;n we hap· 
pen to he reared. To be a credit to our families, OU1' 

religion and our connty is the highest ailll that can 
stimulate true and useful endeavor. 

WILUAM SHARP. 
It appeal's from such information as the compilot· has 

been able to obtain, that this person was the piOlleet' 
settler of the Huntersville vicinity, and was the f:i,rst to 
open up a permanent residence. Traces of the build
ing he erected are yet visible neal' the new road al'ound 
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the moulltain, a few rods from whel'e the mountain 
road leaves the Dunmore and Huntersville I'oao. Mr 
8harp locatetl here about 1773, and saw service as a 
scout aIHI a soloiet,. It is believed he ca:ne here from 
Augusta County, and probably lived ill the vicinity of 
8taunton. His wife's name was Mary Meeks. She 
was a very amiable person, lived to a great age, and 
died at the home of ner son, James Shal'p, many years 
ago. In reference to their SOIlS and daughter the fol
lowing particulartl have come to hand. 

Nancy Sharp was mal'ried to Levi Moore, Junior. 
Margaret Sharp was married to John Kelley and liv

ed on Michels Mounta.in .. Her childreJ~ were William, 
John, Anthony, Nancy, Polly, Rachel, Jennie~ and 
Margaret. 

Nancy Kelley was married to Robort Sharp, son of 
J ames Sharp on Thorny Creek, and went to Iowa. 

John Kelley was a Union soldier, and died on the 
Kanawha during the war. 

Rachel Sharp, danghter of William Shal'p, was mar
ried to Jonathan Griffin, and lived near the head of 
Stony Creek, on the farm now. owned by Levi Gay. 
Here children were Abraham, Benoni, Jonathan, and 
~lrs Charles Ruckman. 

Mary Sharp became the wife of Arthur Grimes, and 
settled in The Hills overlooking the head of Knapps 
Creek, In the Grimes me~oirs special mention was 
made of all htlr children except one, Sally Grimes. 
She became the wife of the late Hugh McLaughlin, 
and lived near Huntersville, at the Bridge, One of 
her sons was Lieutenant .James Hickman McLaughlin, 
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who died iu Winchester of a wound, during the wal' 
in 1864. He was on picket at the Hapidan Hivel'. 
He was of a very jovial disposition, and was joking 
the federal pickets and having his fun· with them. By 
way of sport he stuck out his foot and in an instant his 
ankle was shattm'ed by a minnie ball. He was taken 
to W iudlester and was doing well, until one day the 
hospital was tlnonged with ladies bringing all sorts of 
nice thillgs for the \younded soldiers. The LieutEmant 
in,dulged too fl'eely for the good of his health, and died 
a victim of well meant sympathy and kindness. He 
was one of the few Confederates killed by kindness. 

John Sharp, a son of William Sharp, upon his mar
riage with Sarah McCollam, settled on the farlll neal' 

I 

Verdant Valley, now occupied by his grandson, J olm 
Wesley Irvine. 

William Sharp, J uniOl', was auodlm' son of the 
Huntersville pioneer; and settled Verdant Valley, .and 
a numerous posterity is descended from them, Theil' 
children were James, William, Alexandel" Jacob, Paul, 
John, Elizabeth, Jane, Mal'y, Rebecca, Anna, Ellell, 
Nancy, and Martha. He and his resolute young wife, 
Elizabeth Waddell" settled in the woods and built up Il 

fine estate out of a forest noted for the tremelldo\H1 
size of its walnut, ·redoak, and sugar maple trees, llull 
reared a worthy family highly respected for theil' ill
dustry and good citizenship. 

J ames Sharp, late of Beaver Creek, was another of 
the sons of William Shal'p, Senior. His wife was Ann 
Waddell, sister of Mrs William Sharp just mentioned. 

, He opened "p a home Oll Cummings Creek, a P!U't ot' 
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the Huutersville homestead. The property was re
centlyowned by the late Joseph U. LoOl·Y. lIpon dis
posing of his pt·operty to William Cackley, Mr Sharp 
located on Beaver Ut·eek, on property known as the 
.J arne:! Shat·p place. He opened up an extensive area, 
and prospered in worldly aiffait·s and reared a worthy 
family. Ehe names of his children were Mary, Re-

I becca, Margaret, Martha, Nancy, Ann, Rachel, Lucin
da, William, Andt·ew, and James. 

Mary was married to William Pyles. 
Rebecca became Mt·s James Lewis, and lived ill the 

Levels. Mrs Ann Clark, at Hillsboro, is a danghter 
of Mrs Lewis. Mrs R. C. Shrader and the IBte Mrs 
Davis Kinnison are her daughters also. 

Margaret Sharp was married to Jacob Civey, on 
Anthonys Creek. Martha Sharp was also married to It 

Mr Civey of the same locality. Nancy Sharp was 
mat·ried to Robert Ryder, and lived on Anthonys 
Creek. 

Ann Sharp was married to Levi Cackley, Junior. 
Rachel Sharp became Mrs R:)bert Gay, and lived 0:1 

Beaver Creek at Beaver Ct·eek Mills, lately in posses
sion ef Wallace Beard. Hamilton B. Gay, upper Elk; 
Sam Gay, Williams River, and Mrs William Jordan, 
on Elk, are her children. Lucinda Sharp was married 
to Jonathan Jordan, near Hillsboro; William married 
Susan, daughter of Solomon Bussard and settled in the 
West; Andrew married a Mi8s Bussard; James Sharp 
married Mary Byrnsides, on the Greenbrier east of 
Hillsboro, and settled at the old homestead. He died 
during the war, and Mrs Sharp went to Missouri where 
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Borne of her family now reside. MI'~ Hallson Mc
Laughlin, of Odessa, is her daughter. 

J ames Sharp was a member of the COlll't undm' the 
old arrangement, was high sheriff of the county, a con
scentious member of the Presbyterian cl1\1I'ch, and was 
held iIi high esteem for his patl'i<?tism and strict, SCru
pulous integrity. The members of the court had much 
cnnfidence in his judgment and he had gl'eat influence 
in framing decisions. He w~s much ill the habit. of 
bunting at the proper season, not only for the sport. 
but as a mattei' of business, fOl' the proceeds wel'e use
ful ~n bartering for f,mily supplies for the comfOl't and 
sustenance of his household. , While living at his first 
home on Cummings Creek he had a vel'y sensational 
adventure on Buckley Mountain. It was growing late 
and it was near the time to set. out fOl' home. He was 
passing leisurely along when a panther suddenly mount
ed a log but a ft}w yards in front of him. He shot the 
animal, but when the smoke cleared away another 
stood in the same place' on the log. This pet'
formance was repeated nine timo~ when the hunter be
came panic stricken and flanked out for homo. Some 
t:me during the night the remainder of the pack foUow
..,d his trail to his house and kill"d Ii yeading calf. 
Properly reinforced, Mr Sharp went back to the spot 
where he had fired nine timos and there beheld what 
no hunter had seen before or since. Nine panthers, 
but they were good panthel's now; every shot had told 
with fatal effect. It appeal'S that there were seasons 
when these Ilnim!,ls went in packs of fifteen 01' twenty, 
and this happBneJ to be one of the timo~. 
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months before the venerable man's death we met after 
a 8eparation of more than thirty yeal'8. It was at a 
~acramental service, and during the recess we met and 
conversed for some time. . He feelingly ~xpressed the 
pleasure it gave him to meet once more ill this life. 
From what I can learn this was about the last time my 
venCl'able fl'iend ever put to his lips the visible cup of 
salvation. 

WILLIAM WANLESS. 
For Illoro than a hundred years the Wanless namc 

has been a familial' one in our region of conntt'y .• Ac
cOl'ding to tradition vaguely entel'tained, Ralph and 
Stephen Wanless, natives of England, came to Virgin
ia and settled on the Wanless place, nem' Mount Tabor 
school house, in the H Hills," five miles lIorth of Hun
tersville. One of Ralph's sons was William Wanless, 
who marl'ied Nancy Wilson, fl'om neal' FOI,t Defiance, 
Virginia. She was a sister of tbe wife of Isaac Moore, 
Senior, of Knapps Creek. They settled on Back Al
leghany, and wel'C the parents of nine daughters and 
seven sons. The daughters weJ'e Rachel, Jane, Eliza, 
Martha, Nancy AlllI, Mal'garet who died aged 7 years, 
Mary died aged 15 years, Melinda who was dl'owned 
when a young woman in Leatberbark Creek, and Ma
tilda. The SOilS were James, Andrew, Nelson, Ralph, 
Allen, and two unnamed w)JO died in infancy. 

Rachel, the eldest daughtel', married the late J olm 
Logan, and settled in Randolph County, lived awhile 
ill Barbour County, and finally located 011 Alleghany. 
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Mr Logan was a \"(11"y estimable citizen, a ruling elder 
in the Presbyterian cluu'ch, and a very skillful cabinet 
maker, and all upJ'ight person in h.is dealings, In re
fel'ence to thl' Logan family these particulars are giv
ell: Nancy Jane Logan is 011 Back Alleghany, Eliza 
Ann J .. ogan becaiu(l Ml's Enos CUI'ry, and lives near 
the homestead, Mary Elizabeth Logall was married 
to John Curtis, and settled on Back Alleghany, Re
becca Logan mal'ried James Galford, and lives on 
Back Alleghany, Ina Josephine Logan was married 
to Samuel Rellick Hogsett and lives (.n Browns creek, 
Pl'eston Logan died at the age of seven, and William 
Logan when three years old, 

JAne Wanless was married to the late Da,·id Mc
Laughlin near Driftwood, 

Eliza Wanless was marl'ied to the late Chesley K, 
K, Moore, of DunlUore, and now lives on Alleghany. 

Martha became Mrs Henry Nottingham, 
Nancy Ann married p, Nicholas and moved to Min

nesota, where she now lives. 
Matilda Wanless was married to William Cassell, on 

Greenbrier Rivel', a few miles east of Greenbank, 
The Rev James Wanless, a brother of William Wan

less, was in his day widely known as a minister of the 
M. E. Church, and in the last years of his life was in 
the pale of the M, P. Church. Early in life he mar
ried Miss Elizabeth Sharp, daughter of John Sharp, 
Senior, one of the Ol'iginal settlers near Frost, and set
tled on ThOl'uy Creek at the place owned at this ,time 
by Newton Fertig, Sometime in the twenties James 
Wanless cleared considerable land. His brother Stc-
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ph en was a blacksmith, !.tnd lived on Back Creek near 
the Irvine Brick House~, While trying to shoe a re~ 
f1'actory herse belonging. to Squire John Hamilton, 
about sixty yeal's ago, he wa~ instantly killed. His 
Bdns were John F., William, and James. Rev James 
Wanless adopted the three nephews and reared them 
to manhood. In the meantime he prospered financial
ly, and bought from J llmes Sharp the pl'operty now 
occnpied by John F. Wanless. In conllexion wit h his 
farming entel'pl'ises, James Wanless opel'ated two mills 
and prospered enough to accumulate It very respectable 
competency for thi.)se times. 

J ames Wanless was a zealous local preachel" and 
1'3rely ever spent a silent Sabbath. He seemed to have 
had great admiration for John the Baptist as a model 
backwoods preacher. It was evidently his belief that 
it was his duty to lift up a voice in the Pocahontas wil
derness against the, vanities of the times. His spirit 
would be deeply stirl'ed by the advent of a Ilew fashioIl 
and then he would look np Mathew xi. 8 for his text: 
"But what went ye out for to see ~ A man clothed ill 
80ft raiment ~ Behold they that weal' soft clothing are 
in king's honses." 

While commenting on the wearing of soft raiment 
then ,the preacher would as~ign to the fashions and the 
vices their portion ill due season, as he thought it was 
needed. "Now just consider what I say, lIly bretlu'ell 
and hearers. How would John the Baptist have look
ed in a swallow tailed coat, pointed toed shoes, pipe, 
whiskey bottle, anQ stovepipe hat, et cetera!" The 
devout people felt it would have been out of the quos-
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tion for John to have beeu fond of such things, and 
IJIlUlY of the younger people from theil' talk evidently 
thought that to be in the fashion wa~ to make a long 
~tllp in a downward cal'eer. 

While it is hard to ~mppress OUl' smiles, still it must 
he acklh)wle.igcd tlut \\ hea it was felt to be a 
('hl'istian duty t,) be plain and ecouomic;}l, it saved a 
vast deal of needle!!s expenditure, and to real' a family 
aud furnish a pa.ssnble home was not the heavy, per
plexing bUlliness it is now. 

Ualph Wanless, J uniOl', til'st Illarried Anna Poage, 
41aughtel' of G. W. Poage of the Levels. Aftel' living 
in II untCl'sville several yeal's as thl' villnge blacksmith, 
he located on the homestead at ~Iount Tabor. Theil' 
childl'ell were George Poage, Hopkins, Milum, Sam
nel, and Margal'et. 

John Wanless married Elizabeth BridgCl', and set
tled in Lewis County. Mrs Wanless W,\8 noted for het, 
skill in nUl'sing the sick. and hm' sdrviccs wel'e in de
mand fat, nud nenr. Sick people had so much confi
dence in her that they seomed to think thel'e was no 
danger of dying if Mrs Wanless could be had in time. 

Most all the Wanless brothers were industrious and 
skillfnl workers in iron, n~quit'ed from their" fnther, . 
who seems to ha\'e been a genius ill that line of indus
try, so useful to the people in pioneel' and later times. 
When Ralph Wanless and his sons wrought at the anvil 
and caUl~ed the primitive forests to ring with their 
strong and resonant st1'iking of hammers and sledges, 
their business was of essential impol'tance. III their 
times most of the implements used in clearing lands, 
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cultivating the ground, and building houses were made 
at home, III the pioneel' l'lhops, and for years subse
quently were forged axes, hoes. sbovel plows, bu1l-
tongues, coulters, bl'usb hooks, seng hoes, mattocks, 
broad axes, fl'OWS, gJ'Ubbing hoes, pot hooks and pot 
hangers, kettle bales, log cbains, doubltl trees, single 
trees, door hinges and latches, and other articles, 

Toiling, rejoicing, sorrowing, 
Onward through life he goes, 

Each morning sees some task begun, 
Each evening sees its close

Something attempted, something done 
Has eOl'ned a night's I'epose, 

Thanks, thanks to thee, my worthy friend, 
For the lesson thou hal'lt taught: 

Thus at the flaming .forge of life 
Our fortunes must be wrought, 

Thus on the sounding anvil shaped 
Each burning deed amI thought, 

--The Village Blacksmith, 

w ALTER DRINNON. 

Among the pioneer settlers of the Edray district the 
Drinnons are believed to have been among the vel'y 
first, From what the venerable James McCollam, a 
grandson of Lawrence Drinnon, remembers there wel'e 
three brothers, Charles, Lawrence, and Thomas, son8 
of Walter Drinnon from Ireland, It is more than 
probable they came hel'e about the time John McNeel 
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that went to Ohio with their parents fl'o~n tlnir cabin 
home on Deer Oreek. This Federal officer became a 
mem bel' of Oongress, and achieved a national reputa
tion by defeating William McKinley in a Congres
sional contest. Many no doubt will readily recall this 
interesting event in the history of Ohio politics. 

WIWAM WARWICK. 
The group of the Warwick relationship treated of in 

this paper includes the descendant'S of William War
wick, son of John Warwick, the early pioneer. 

Like his brother Andrew, William Warwick lost his 
heart in the Richlands of Greenbrier, and marl'ied 
Nancy Craig, a sister of Mrs Andrew Watwick. They 
settled on Deer Creek, where Peter H. Warwick, now 
lives, and were the parents of three childt'en : Robert 
Craig, Elizabeth. who became Mrs Benjamin Tallman; 
Margaret, who became Mrs John Hull, and lived on 
the head of Jacksons River. 

Robert Craig Warwick, the only son, at olle time 
crossed the Alleghany to pay his sister a visit. One 
result of the visit was that he and Esther Hull were 
soon married, and the happy_ young people settled on 
the Deer Creek homestead. They were the parents of 
three sons and six daughters. In reference to theil' 
children the following items are recorded: 

Catherine Hidy Warwick is now Mrs William Bird. 
Her children Elvira Louisa, now Mrs William Mc
Clune, near Millpoint; Robert Craig Bird, at Clifton 
Forge; John Henry Bird, Covington; George Newton 
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Bird, CliftolJ Forge; William Lee Bit'd, Roanoke City, 
VirF:inia. Her husband, Major W, W, Bird, was a 
Confederate ottiCCl'. He had command of Company 
K, 52d Vit'ginia Regiment in the battle of McDowell, 
and was in charge of a regiment of reset'ves in the bat
tle of Xew H()p\.~. He wal! near General William 
.Jonel! when. he fell in that engagc:nent, and received 
his last OI'dOl's just a few minutes before his death. 
He wal! named for WilliallJ Wallace, a t'enowned hero 
in Scottish history. 

Xancy Jane Warwick is now Mrs Jacob Lightner of 
Highland, Virginia, Her childt'en wet'e John Adam, 
now in the west; Robert, on Back {'t'eek; William C. 
died in youthI' Jacob Brown, on Back Creek; Peter H. 
lives in Greenbrier; James Cameron, a lawyer at the 
Warm Spl'ings, Va,; Mrs Malcena Catherine Cleek. 011 

Jacksons River; Mrs Virginia Rachel Wallace, of 
Highland; Mrs Mary Etta Gum, of Meadow Dale, Va. 

Sarah Elizabeth Warwick married Daniel Matheny, 
and lives at Valley Centre. Her children Esther Ann, 
Melissa, and Robet't Mathe:iy, 

Margaret Ann Warwick became Mrs Nelson Pray. 
Her family was quite a large one, but only one sur
vives, Ella, who is now Mrl! John Riley and lives in 
one of the western counties, One of Mrs Pray's 
daughters, Regina, receivetl fatal injuries in a rail way 
collision. 

Hannah Rebecca Warwick was married to Captain 
George Siple, a Confederate officer, 31st Virginia In
fantry, and lives on Deer Creek in sight of the War
wick homestead. Her children were Nancy Jane, now 
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Mrs Pierce Wooddell at Greenb3.nkj An:la, Mrd Wil
liam Jackson, at Dun ll-')re; M!l.ry Qatherine, now Mrs 
Bernard McElwee at Dunmore; Clara Belle, William, 
and Joseph Siple. 

Louisa Susan Warwick was married to Eli Seybert, 
settled nearMt. Grove, Va., then went west. But 
one of her children sllrvives, Mary Amaret, now Mrs 
Morgan Matheny, Top of Alleghany. 

William Fechtig Warwick was named for a pioneer 
Methodist 'preacher. He married Anthea Pray, and 
lives near Mt. Gr;)ve, Va. His children Paul, Pray, 
Robert, Nelson, Peter Hull, Geor5 "3 Cr~ig. Charl~s, 

Amelia, who became Mrs George Dilley, and is now 
Mrs Hopkins Waniess near Mount Tabor; Amanda 
Gabrielle, no"w Mrs John Landes, near Mt. Grove; 
Sally, and Louise Catherine. Three of the sons, Pe
ter, Robert, and Nelson, went to Kansas. 

Peter Hull Warwick married Caroline Matheny, and 
settled on the Deer Creek home place. The child
ren were Jesse, Otis, Forrest, and Elbert. By the 
death of Cecil, in 1896, at Cowen, Webster County, 
his mother's heart was so broken that she did not Sur
vive him very long. 

John Robert Warwick married Jennie Cleek, daugh
ter of the late John Cleek of Bath County, and lives 
011 a section of the Deer Creek homestead. Their 
children al'e Mary and Nancy. Lieutenant Warwick 
was a Confederate officer, 31st Virginia Infantry, and 
sel'ved as a commissioner of the Pocahontas COUl·t. 

Elizabeth Warwick became Ml'S Benjamin Tallman, 
and Jived on the property now held by Captain Siple. 
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Her children were William, James, Robert, John, 
CYI'IlS, and Nancy. Nancy became Mrs Benjamin 
Tallman and lives in Illinois. 

M.lrgaret Warwick was married to John Hull, un 
Jacksons River. Her children were William Hull, 
who was one of the California fOl·tY-lIillers, and hsj,l 
not been heard of since; Robert, Andrew, Nora, Nan
cy Jane, who bechme the wife of Colonel Peter H. 
Killcaid, in CI'abbottom; Margaret, who is now Mrs 
Christopher WallacE:', of Williamsville; Irene Esther, 
the first wife of James Fleisher, of Meadow Dale. 

This relationship has furnished our citizenship with 
good citizens, brave soldiers, industrious tillers of the 
soil, and gOf)d homekeepers, and deserves honorable 
menti,on in the short and simple annals of our own 
Pocahontas people. 

JAMES CALLISON. 
The Callisons of Locust have a claim for special 

recognition in our biographical sketches as one of th.e 
oldest families of southern Pocahontas. Members of 

. tLat relationship have done a great deal in developing 
their section, and have shown what can be done with 
our soil in our climate by well applied energy and in
dustry. The progenitor of this relationship, so far as 
it is traceable, was Ja;nes Callison, Senior. This per-
80n and his wife Elizabeth were natives of Ireland, 
but, as the name indicates, were of English origin. 
No doubt the Callisons we.re among the families that 
King James the First encouraged to settle in the north 
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in rest and quietly Wl'nt to sleep. It is a comfOJ-ting 
J·effection that hel·e aud there 011 the hillsides of our 
beautiful land are planted immoJ"tal sleepers-like the 
bodios of these worthy people-that will some day ap
pear in all that is radiant and lovely. It is touching 
to reflect how widl1ly apart are the graves of their 
children. Kansas, Ohio, Iowa, Missouri, and West 
Virginia have graves whm·e membeJ·s of this ~amily are 
waiting fOJ" the coming of the Redeemer ·they learned 
to know and love iu the old paternal. home ou Stony 
CJ·eek. 

WILUAM YOUNG. 
This sketch is des.igned to perpetuate the memory of 

an early citizen of our county, whose influence was on 
the side of DJoJ·ality and ed ucation. 

Samuel Young, ancestor of the Youngs af PocailOu
tas, was a native of London. He came to America 
about 1756, leaving his parents, John and Amy 
Young, in England, aud settled in Madison County. 
Virginia. He afterwards lived some years on Knapps 
Creek, Pocahontas County. He entered lands, and 
then sold much of it to settlers for ginseng. deer skins, 
and furs. This produce he took away to Winchester 
er Fredericksburg, and exchanged for merchandise, 
which he bartered or peddled, and thus acquh·ed con
siderable wealth. When he became quite old, he vis
ited his SOil Charles, in Kentucky, and nevel· retul"llcd. 

John Young, one of his sons, was born in Maui:ioll 
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County, February18, 1761. He volunteered ill the 
wal' of th3 R3volution, sel'ved his tm',n of enlistment, 
and then was dl'ufted into the service. 

About 1803 01' 1804:, he came to Antho.ny CI'el'k, in 
GI'eenbritw, and remaiued a few ye:l.rs. In the mean
time he inheritm.l considerable land on 8wago Creek, 
In 1809 he settled on Swago and opened up the 
"y oung Place," that co.n:nauds such a beautiful pros
P3Ct fro.)} t1.3 sideil of Ridi Mountain, 

J)~l:l Y):1 16' W.li! 1l11l'l'i.d tNic3. His first wire W.B 

S.ll'ah RClgers, and during her life he lived in Madisoll 
County. The names ~f hel' children Wl'I'e James, Eliz
abeth, John, Jane, Samnel, and William. She died 
July 6, 1806, leaving her youngest child William aged 
four years. 

John Young married Mal'gal'et Rogers, 011 Anthonys . 
Creek, in 1804:, The names of her children wertl 
Sarah Ann, Martha, and Andrew. 

Her daughter, MI'" Martha Adkinson, was living ill 
1894, OIl the" Young Place," ill hel' 78th yeltr, and 
the only sl1l'\'ivor or one of the ol'iginal pioneer fami
lies of our county. She had been blind fOl' seven 
years, with cataract, and most of hel' time was busily 
occupied ill knitting. 

J olin Young died July 5, 184:3, nged S:a years, 4: 
months, and 18 tlnys. Captain Williuill Young was 
born in MadiiloIl County, May 1798, und was about 5 
years old when his father moved to this region. His 
youth was spent 011 the siues of Rich Mountain, His 
first teachers were William Anldl'idge, Squire John 
McNeill, and William ~lcNoill. Tbe school hous~ was 
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on Rush Hun, n lIJile or 140 frolJl its confiuence with 
Swago Creck. In early manhood he entel'cd John 
McN ult~"s Ilchool, at the McN ulty Place, neal' Ma1'Yin 
Chapel. FI'om this teacher he learned surveying. 
which qualified him for the office he held for a number 
of years. The tcxt book used by Captain Young in 
the study of sUI'veying is yet in the possession of Capt. 
William Cochran's family, whose first wife was ()apt. 
Young's sist<.·I' Elizabeth. On its well filled title page 
appeal's the following: 

GEODMSIA, OJ' the AI-t of SUI'veyillg and Measuring 
of Land made easy~ showing by plain and Practical 
Rul(ls how to survey. Moreovel., A more sure and 
facile Way of Surveying by the Chain than has hithel·to 
been taught. As also how to layout New Lands ill 
America or elsewhere, with Several othm' Things nevel' 
yet Published in our 

Language. 
By JOHN LOVE, 

The Seyenth Edition, 
London, 1760. 

In the address to the readeJ', the author says: What 
woulU be mOJ'e ridiculous than for me to praise an art 
that all mankind know they can not live peaceably 
without. It is neal' hand as ancient (no doubt on't) a!4 
the world. For how could men set down to plant 
without knowing some distinction and bouudary of 
their land. But (necessity being the mother of inven
tion) we find the Egyptians, by reason of the Nile's 
overflowing-whicll either washed away all their bouud 
marks, 01' covered them over with mud, brought this 
measuring of land first into an art, and houoUl'ed much 
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